
 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Saturday, 3:00 to 3:30 p.m., or upon request 
during office hours except on Sundays. 
Sacrament of Baptism 
Sundays during Mass (except during Lent). 
Parents & godparents are required to attend one 
of the Baptismal Prep. Classes held at the church 
the 1st Tuesday at 7 pm & the 3rd Saturday at 
10am of each month.  The Baptism date should 
be scheduled with the church prior to making 
plans for the celebration with family and friends. 
Sacrament of Marriage 
 Consult with the priest before you set the date. A 
minimum of six months preparation is needed. 
Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick 
Call the parish office at any time if you or a 
member of your family seeks the Sacrament 
Communion for the Sick or Homebound 
Please contact the parish office during office 
hours. In case of hospitalization, inform the 
admissions office that you are a Catholic so that 
they may inform ministers. 
Funeral Arrangements 
Please call the parish office at any time. 
Mass Intentions 
Mass requests are scheduled in the parish office.  
The calendar fills up rapidly, so mass intentions 
may have to be made up to a year in advance. 
House Blessings 
Parishioners are encouraged to bless their own 
homes. Holy water and appropriate prayers are  
provided by the parish.  
Faith Formation Registration 
Open registration.  
Call the Faith Formation Office. 
Annulments 
Please call the office. 

 

2575 W. El Campo Grande Ave. 
  North Las Vegas, Nevada 89031 

 
   
     Telephone:  (702) 657-0200 
  Fax: (702) 648-2327 
  Website: www.sjnc.org 
  E-mail: secretary@sjnc.org 

OFFICE HOURS: 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 

8:30 AM TO 12 NOON; 1:30 PM TO 5:00 PM 
SATURDAY 

8:30 AM TO 4:00 PM 
 

CLOSED SUNDAY  
CLOSED MONDAY 

         The Schedule of Liturgies 
 

Saturday: 4:00 p.m. (Vigil) 
Sunday:  8:00 & 10:00 a.m.;  

12:00 noon, (with ASL Interpretation);  
& 5:00 pm 

Tuesday through Friday: 8:00 a.m. 
Holy Days: 8:00 a.m., 12 noon, & 6:00 p.m. 

Rosary  
Tues.- Fri: 7:15 am (Church opens at 7:10 a.m.) 

 

Morning Prayer 
Tuesday through Friday:  7:35 a.m. 

Sunday, January 17, 2010 
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

St. John Neumann Catholic Church 



 

Page 2 - Sunday, January 17, 2010                         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass Intentions 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
4:00 pm          † Frank Napolitano  
  by Joseph Napolitano 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 
8:00 am          † Roshdy Mikhail Georgy  
  by Joe & Connie Terrana 
10:00 am        † Hector Melchor by the family 
12:00 pm           Parishioners of St. John Neumann 
5:00 pm          † Eugene Piccirilli  
    by J.D. & Deb Dillon           
TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 
8:00 am            John Fitzgerald by Corine Lucardie 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 
8:00 am            Debbie Wakeford  
  by NICU Valley Hospital 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 
8:00am           † Rita Bachmann by Angela Morrero 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 
10:00 am        † Francisco B. Libarnes   
  by Jose Mari S. Danao 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 
4:00 pm          †  Joseph Saqvedra by Susan Evans 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 
8:00 am          †  Bob Kelly by Fr. Bede & staff 
10:00 am        †  Mary Cesta by Carmella Dolly Busco 
12:00 pm        †  Charles Gibbons  
    by Don & Jean Gibbons   
5:00 pm   Parishioners of St. John  Neumann 

 
READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 1 Sm 15:16-23; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 16:1-13; Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: 1 Sm 24:3-21; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: 2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27; Mk 3:20-21 
 

NEXT WEEK THIRD SUNDAY  
IN ORDINARY TIME 

Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10; Ps 19;1 Cor 12: 
12-30 [12-14, 27]; Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

C’mon, Be A Hero 
We’ve had a short notice from 
United Blood Services that they 
are in dire need of blood, and have 
asked us to have an additional 
blood drive this year. UBS will be 
here on Sunday, January 24, from 
9am to 2 pm for your blood donation. 
 
Sign up sheets are in the church lobby so you 
can choose your appointment time, or call 
Nancy in the office to make arrangements. Co-
incidentally, January is “National Blood Donor 
Month”. 
 
 Please consider giving the Gift of Life. Each 
donor will receive a long-sleeved T-shirt, and a 
free cholesterol screening. 

St. Blaize Feast Day 
On February 3, at 8:00am Mass, 
Father will bless throats in honor 
of St. Blaise. He is the patron saint 
of those with throat problems. 

About Fr. Just 
Fr. Felix Just, SJ, Ph.D, will be visiting on 
January 30 to make a presentation on the 
Gospel of Luke from 9 am to 12 pm for  
Catechists, lectors and interested parishion-
ers, and to hold a retreat for all the men in 
the parish from 1 pm to 3:30 pm. He is an  
active member of the Catholic Biblical Asso. 
and the Society of Biblical Literature, and 
tries to keep up his working knowledge of  
several ancient and modern languages. 
 
Fr. Just has given countless dynamic work-
shops and presentations on a wide variety of 
biblical, liturgical, spiritual, and theological 
topics, and is well known for his lectures, 
seminars, and retreats.   

 
 
 

 
Please pray for the soul of  

Franklin G. Sarmiento,  
husband of  parishioner Trini Sarmiento,  

who passed away recently.  
Grant him eternal rest, O Lord, and  
may perpetual light shine upon him. 



 

Page 3 - Sunday, January 17, 2010                         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Second collection 
Next week’s second collection is for 
the Church in Eastern Europe and 
Latin America. The Bishop has 
written us a letter about it. It can 
be found on page five. 

TV Masses   
TV Masses for the five Sundays in Lent 
will be celebrated and taped on  
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 5, at  8, 8:45, 
9:30, 10:15, & 11:00 am  
 
These  Masses are for the benefit of the elderly 
and shut-ins in our  diocese. They are a part of 
our Catholic Christian family.  We help them to 
feel more involved through our  participation as 
we respond to the celebrant, and sing. If you can 
attend any or all of these Masses, (especially the 
later Masses)  you can become part of an essen-
tial ministry.  
Masses can be viewed every Sunday at 7:30 am 
on channel 33, or cable channel 6. 

 
 
 
 
“Pray without ceasing.” (1st Thes.5:17)  Saint Paul’s 
urging has been followed for the one hundred and  
second year as the observance of the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity begins tomorrow.  This eight-day octave 
of prayer, from January 18 and ending on the feast of the 
Conversion of Saint Paul, had its beginnings in 1908. 
  
The word ‘octave” comes from the Latin word for eight.  
According to the first creation story in the book of  
Genesis, God created the world in seven days. Seven is a 
number that represents wholeness and completion. The 
resurrection of Jesus was called the “eighth day” by the 
earliest Christians,  because now life was to be lived in a 
whole new dimension of freedom. 
  
The Church Unity Octave is eight days of special prayer 
for the reunion of all Christians. At the last supper, Jesus 
prayed for the followers “that they all may be one.” But 
Christians have sometimes forgotten that we are all one 
body with Christ as our head. We think of ourselves  
instead as Eastern or Western, protestant Catholic. 
  
In recent years the churches have made important steps 
toward understanding each other. Pope John XXIII made 
history by inviting leaders of other Christian churches to 
the Vatican. When he called the Roman Catholic  
Bishops to the Second Vatican Council, Anglicans, 
Methodists, Quakers, Congregationalist, Lutherans and 
Orthodox were included as observers.  
  
The Churches have continued to work together toward 
greater harmony.  But prayer is still needed so that body 
of Christ on earth can be strong and united.  That will 
help the people of the world hear the voice of Christ 
speaking clearly. 
  
The Church prays for Christian unity all during the year. 
But during the week of the Church Unity Octave,  we 
pray with special concern. We ask that all Christians 
might be able to work together. As a worldwide  
observance seeking unity in diversity, this Octave  
focuses upon our shared  yearnings of “that they all may 
be one” according to the will of Christ. 
 
 

Stewardship   
The following is a listing of parish financial obligations:  
NEEDED WEEKLY:  $33,655.00 
NEEDED MONTHLY:               $145,835.00 
NEEDED ANNUALLY:           $1,750,000.00 
We expect to raise $ 252,000.00 from other fundraising 
and program income. This will bring down our weekly 
expectation from collections to $29,375.00. We average 
about $23,900.00 a week. That means each week we 
fall short $5,500.00.  The monthly mortgage for the Par-
ish Center is $31,768.00 and whatever we don’t have 
when the  payment is due, must be taken out of our 
“less than substantial”  savings, which will soon disap-
pear. 
 
JANUARY  9/10 
Total Collection  -       $ 25,370.50 
2nd Collection, Hospitality 
Church Attendance  3157  Our church holds 663 
                    Attendance           Total Collection    
4:00 pm        405                       $  4,006.00  
 8:00 am       515                $   4,006.00               
10:00 am      715                       $   4,008.50          
12:00 pm      915                       $   3,124.00    
5:00 pm        564                       $  2,997.00          
Electronic payment     $  2,251.00          
Mail in               $  4,978.00 
Little Children 10am - $11.75 12 noon - $8.78   
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Outreach 
“The older I grow the more I distrust the familiar doctrine 
that age brings wisdom.”   Bob Dylan 
 
GOOD NEWS!! Three Square, our 
local food bank, will be sharing a 
new program with St. John  
Neumann soon. Staff from Three 
Square will be here to help families determine 
their eligibility for the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance program (SNAP). They will be here 
once a week for eligibility screening and  
application assistance.  
 
The average benefit amount is several hundred 
dollars per month, and that goes a long way to 
help out a struggling family or a senior citizen 
on a fixed income! It means that they can  
purchase fresh fruits and vegetables, dairy and 
paper products . . . items that Outreach doesn’t 
usually have on hand, although we still depend 
on your generosity when it comes to our wish 
lists. 
 
Keep checking Outreach’s bulletin article for 
times and dates! 

Wish lists: 
Pantry:  
Spaghetti sauce, pasta, mac & cheese, peanut 
butter, protein (canned chicken, tuna, ham, 
Spam, beef stew), Ramen, tortillas, RICE, 
DRIED BEANS 
Lunches: Soft drinks,  water, chips 

TAXES, TAXES, TAXES. . .  
Those parishioners who have contributed $250 or 
more in the 2009 tax year will automatically  
receive an end-of-the-year statement in the mail. 
Remember, that tickets, mass intentions, gift 
shop purchases etc. are not considered donations. 
 
Any parishioners who would still like to receive a 
letter but who have contributed a lesser amount 
may contact the office. 
 
Also, please remember that any monetary  

contributions you make can only 
be recorded if made electronically, 
by check, or by using offertory  
envelopes with your name on 
them. 

ALL MEN ARE INVITED!! 
Fr. Felix Just will  be presenting a 
retreat to the men of the parish on 
topics of interest related to them 
on January 30, 2010 from 1—3:30 
pm in the Worship Space.  All men 
of the parish are invited to attend! This is a 
great opportunity to hear Fr. Just’s teachings 
and share in fellowship with other parish men. 
An RSVP to the parish office is requested.  

Candlemas Day, February 2nd 
This feast has a Christmas theme, though  it 
falls outside the Christmas season. Considered 
the closing of the season of lights so evident 
during Christmastime, it became a commemo-
ration of the purification of 
Mary, forty days after Jesus’ 
birth. Today this feast is called 
the Presentation of the Lord. 
 
Traditionally, candles were 
blessed before the Mass, and burned at home 
all day. Candles for the feast can be purchased 
in  advance in the office, and will be blessed by 
Father  before Mass begins. Mass will be  
celebrated at 8:00 am on Tuesday, February 2. 

Sacrament of the Sick 
There will be a celebration of 
the Sacrament of the Sick in-
cluded with the 8 a.m. masses on 
Tuesday, February 9th, Wednes-
day,  February 10th and Friday, March 
26th.   The following is an explanation of the 
sacrament and who should receive it: 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick is 
one of the seven sacraments of the Church, 
most commonly administered to the dying, to 
all who are gravely ill or are about to undergo 
a serious operation, for the remission of sins 
and the provision of spiritual strength and 
health and to help a person recover his/her 
health.  
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      From the Bishop 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER 
In today’s Gospel Jesus performed a miracle at the 
Wedding Feast in Cana.  Let Jesus touch 
your marriage in a special way at a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Week-
end is March 12-14, 2010, in Boulder City. 
Early registration is highly recommended. For more 
information, call Wayne and Marcia Kessler at 702-566-
8753. For information on Spanish-language weekends, 
call Jose and Patti Santiago at 702-544-3755 

My Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
On the weekend of January 24, 2010 the 
Diocese of Las Vegas will take a second col-
lection to assist the Churches in Latin 
America and Central and Eastern Europe. 
 
The parishioners of the Church in Latin America have 
suffered greatly this past year from a series of hurri-
canes and other natural disasters.   
 
In Cuba storms destroyed over half a millions home 
as well as crops and food supplies leaving millions of 
people scrambling for shelter and sustenance and 
damaged many of the small chapels.  The recovery 
effort was complicated due to the difficulty of getting 
help to Cuba from the United States.  Through this 
annual collection over $850,000 was able to be sent to 
Cuban church officials this past year to help with the 
clean up and to repair and rebuild many of their chap-
els damaged so that people can now gather to cele-
brate Mass.   
 
In December of this past year a subcommittee of Bish-
ops  the USCCB on the Church in Latin America vis-
ited Honduras to visit local communities to see first-
hand the impact of the flooding experienced there and 
the assistance needed.  This subcommittee also was 
sent as a sign of the concern and support for the peo-
ple. 
 
In Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union, Catholics are often in the minority. They 
sometimes have few resources to sustain their chari-
table works, run parishes, and educate people for 
ministry. For years, in many of these countries, Chris-
tianity was practiced in the shadows for fear of perse-
cution. Yet in spite of these obstacles, a strong foun-
dation for a revitalized Church has been set, and 
Catholics continue to grow in faith and in numbers. 
 
Your gifts to this Collection will help build churches; 
train and educate pastors and laypeople;  
publish Catholic newspapers; sustain orphanages; 
evangelize children, adults, and seniors; and  
provide scholarships to Catholic students. Please visit 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections to see full accounts 
of your gifts at work. Your solidarity matters to your 
Catholic brothers and sisters in Latin America and 
Central and Eastern Europe. Thank you for your gen-
erosity. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
Most Reverend Joseph A. Pepe, D.D., J.C.D.  
Bishop of Las Vegas 

Sing with the Las Vegas Diocesan Cathedral Choir 
Marek Rachelski, Director 

  
AUDITION INFORMATION 
(702) 565-5060 for an appointment 

                    Guardian Angel Cathedral  
    336 Cathedral Way  Las Vegas NV 89109 

   
 
 
 

Since Autumn 2005, the Diocesan Cathedral Choir has 
sung at the Bishop’s Masses at Guardian Angel Cathedral. 

Membership consists of men and women  
from across the valley.  

Rehearsals: Monday evenings (7:00 pm – 9:00 pm) in 
Anderson Hall, within the Catholic Center 

• Two miles from UNLV - East of Las Vegas Blvd. - 
North of the Wynn/Encore 

Jubilee Mass 
On Sunday, February 14, 
2010 at 2:30 p.m. the  
Diocese of Las Vegas will 
celebrate the Annual  
Jubilee Mass for all couples 
who have been married in 
the Roman Catholic Church, celebrating 
their Silver, Golden or other significant 
wedding anniversary.  The Jubilee Mass 
will be celebrated by Bishop Joseph Pepe 
at the Guardian Angel Cathedral with 
renewal of wedding vows and a reception 
will be held in Anderson Hall following 
the Mass.  All are invited to join in this 
celebration.  A form is available on the 
diocesan website at  
             www.lasvegas-diocese.org 
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Tickets are on sale from now until February 12  
for the hilarious production of  

“Saints & Sinners!”  
And don’t forget the VIP package,  

as well as the message you can place in the show bill!  
It promises to be a big evening, with beverages and snacks available for your pleasure 

while being entertained.  

                                                  Be A VIP! 
Tickets for “Saints and Sinners” are for general admission,  

but you can have reserved seating if you are a sponsor!  Here’s the scoop: 
For $50.00, sponsors will receive one ticket,  
two beverage vouchers, reserved VIP seating,  

and acknowledgement in the playbill. 
Sponsorships are available at $50 single, $100 double. 

VIP seating is limited, so get your theater party together early! 
All proceeds go toward the Building Fund. 

Have a local business, group, or organization?   
Purchase a business card-sized ad in the show bill and promote your business 

while showing your support of this fabulous fundraiser.  
Or, you can send a Valentine message to your sweetie, congratulate someone, 
or simply give a shout-out to St. John Neumann for providing the evening of fun. 

 
 Advertising packages start at $25. Placement will be first come, first served. 

Spaces are limited and are filling up fast! 
 

Sponsor and Advertising information  
is available now in the information racks in the church lobby .   

Questions?  Contact Mary Santos, Events Director, at the parish office  
at 657-0200 x 211 or via email at events@sjnc.org. 

COMING FROM CHICAGO  
TO ST. JOHN NEUMANN. . . 

February 12, 2010, 7:00 pm 
Tickets $20, $25 at the door 
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       FAITH FORMATION 
LITTLE CHILDREN’S LITURGY IS CAN-
CELLED ON JANUARY 24 BECAUSE OF THE 
BLOOD DRIVE. 
Little Children’s Liturgy 
The mission of Little Children’s  
Liturgy is to help the little children 
of St. John Neumann Church to 
celebrate the Liturgy of the Word at 
an age-appropriate level. 
 
LCL is offered at the 10 am & 12 noon Masses and 
lasts about 25 minutes.  
 
For more information, contact 
Helen Silva, Candy Kenny, & Tania George 
littlechildrensliturgy@yahoo.com / 657-0200 ext 215 

TRUE VINE EVENINGS OF MEDITATION 
 

In preparation for First Reconciliation, all Eucharist 
Year 2 students and a parent MUST attend the  
following three evenings: 
• Friday, January 29, 2010 6:00pm-7:30pm 
• Friday, February 5, 2010 6:00pm-7:30pm 
• Friday, February 19, 2010 6:00pm-7:30pm 
Parents and children will gather in the worship space. 
The focus of the evenings is to come to a deeper  
appreciation of how the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
strengthens our relationship with our loving Creator. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION 
First Reconciliation will be held on Saturday,  
February 20, at 9:30am for students in Year 2 of 
Sacrament Preparation. Students and their families 
will join in prayer followed by individual confessions.  
 

FIRST EUCHARIST 
Celebration of First Eucharist will be held Saturday, 
April 24, 2010 at 10:00am and 1:00pm. Parents MUST 
attend the First Eucharist Meeting on Saturday,  
February 27, at 10:00am in the worship space in order 
to sign up for one of the Masses. Sign ups are on a 
first-come first serve basis. 

 
CONFIRMATION NEWS 
On Saturday, February 6th, the annual Diocesan Youth 
Rally will be held at Bishop Gorman High School from 
9:30am-5:00pm. Students must check in by 9:00am at 
St. John Neumann. Transportation will be provided.  
All confirmation students MUST attend. 
 
This year’s second “Homeless Retreat” will be held 
February 12th-14th. The Confirmation II retreat on 
Mt. Potosi will be March 26th-28th, 2010. Keep  
checking www.sjnc.org for details.  
 

NO CLASSES 
Saturday January 16 and Sunday, January 17 in  
observance of Martin Luther King Day 

UPCOMING  EVENTS 

  

Mandatory Catechist Workshops 

  
Gospel of Luke January 30, 2010 

9:00am-12:00pm 

Mandatory Parent Meetings (year 2) 

First Eucharist parent 
meeting 

February 27, 2010 
10:00am-11:30am 
  

Confirmation Retreats 

Youth Rally (mandatory) February 6, 2010 
9:00am-5:00pm 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd  
Meeting. 

All catechists and assistants 
will meet on Saturday February 
6th 10:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the 
Youth Room. 
Please mark your calendars. 
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         LEARNING ABOUT OUR FAITH 

THE INTRODUCTORY RITES continued . . . 
 
LITURGY OF THE WORD 
There are indications that some form of reading from the Scrip-
tures or some kind of Instruction dealing with Faith was in-
cluded in the celebration of the Eucharist, from the very early 
times. In Acts 20, 7, there is mention of Paul instructing the 
community at Troas, at the Breaking of Bread (Eucharist). 
There is similar indication in Revelation 1, 3 which presup-
poses the Christians persecuted, during the reign of the Roman 
emperor, Domitian, i.e. around 96 A.D, gathering to celebrate 
the Eucharist. When they assembled, in secret, to celebrate the 
Eucharist there seems to have been readings from the Book of 
Revelation which was written for the sake of encouraging them 
to persevere in their faith in Jesus. “Blessed is the one who 
reads aloud and blessed are those who listen to this prophetic 
message and heed it, for the time is near” (Revelation 1, 3). 
Here we can presuppose one who proclaims the Word as well 
as one who listens to the message and resolves to live in accor-
dance with it. The context here is a liturgical celebration. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word in the Western Church (Roman) gen-
erally had three readings, whereas, in the Eastern Church, more 
readings were included in it. The first reading was from the Old 
Testament. This was due to two reasons, namely: (1) Old Tes-
tament expectation has been realized in Jesus and His ministry. 
(2) Continuity of Revelation from the Old Testament to the 
New Testament. The pattern of three readings was not always 
followed, as it becomes evident from the Roman liturgy before 
Vatican II. With the liturgical reforms brought into effect by 
Vatican II, the structure of three readings was reintroduced in 
keeping with the ancient liturgical traditions. This is valid for 
Sundays and other Major Feasts. 
 
After Vatican II, the liturgical cycle for Sundays and Major 
Feasts has been spread into a period of three years indicated as 
A. B. and C. The first reading is from the Old Testament. It has 
at least a verbal connection with Gospel reading (Third read-
ing). The second reading is selected from the Acts of the Apos-
tles, Epistles or the Book of Revelation. Passages from the 
Gospels of Mathew, Mark and Luke are read during the years 
A. B. C. respectively. Parts of John’s Gospel appear on some 
Sundays in Lent and   Easter Season. For the Ordinary Days 
(weekdays) there is a two-year cycle where only the first read-
ing changes. This means the Gospel reading taken from 
Mathew, Mark and Luke remains unchanged each year. The 
first reading may be from the Old Testament or from the New 
Testament. The reason behind this arrangement is to make the 
Faithful familiar with the whole Bible. 

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES continued. . .  
 
Birth of a Jewish Christian Church 
The description of the coming of the Spirit has both dramatic and symbolic as-
pects too (Acts 2, 1-13). Wind and fire in the Old Testament were associated with 
God’s manifestation and divine activity (Exodus 19, 16-19; 1 Kings 19, 11-12; 
Ezekiel 1, 27). The flames of fire resting on the disciples indicate the divine activ-
ity in the mission they are entrusted with. It is said “they were filled with the Holy 
Spirit and began to speak with different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to 
proclaim” (Acts 2, 4). Just as the Spirit guided Jesus during his mission, so the 
disciples are going to be guided too. Speaking in different tongues here would 
mean their proclamation would cut across all barriers of language and culture. 
This is an affirmation of the universality of the Christian message. All those who 
have come from different nations and cultural settings seem to understand what 
the apostles proclaimed (Acts 2, 7-11). What happened at the Tower of Babel is 
reversed here (Genesis 11, 1-9). 
 
Peter’s speech seems to be occasioned by the misunderstanding of the Jewish 
crowd assembled in Jerusalem for the feast of the Pentecost (Acts 2, 13). After 
explaining the Death and the Resurrection of Jesus as fulfillment of the Old Testa-
ment expectation, Peter proclaims the Good News about the Resurrection (Acts 
2, 22-36). In response to it, about three thousand people accept the new way of 
life. Thus a Jewish Christian Church is born after a “Jewish Pentecost”. 
 
Way of life of the early Christian Community 
 
The way of life of the first Christian community is summarized in the follow-
ing manner, i.e. (1) devoting themselves to the teaching of the apostles (2) 
living a communal way of life or fellowship (3) breaking of bread or the 
Eucharist (4) devoting themselves to prayer. 
 
As the New Testament Scriptures had not begun to be written the teachings of 
the apostles were normative to the Christian community. The apostles were the 
eye-witnesses of the word and deeds of Jesus. Hence the teachings of Jesus 
could be authentically reached through the preaching of the apostles.  
 
Fellowship or communal living was characterized by sharing all that they had 
with the rest of the community. It is said they had everything in common (Acts 
2, 44-45; 4, 32). The Christians may have understood this way of selfless liv-
ing, as carrying out Jesus’ instructions as regards preaching the Good News 
(Luke 9, 2; 10, 2-4). This may have also been prompted by the idea that 
Christ’s Second Coming was imminent. 
 
“Breaking of bread” seems to be the technical term used in the Acts of the 
Apostles for the Eucharist (Acts 20, 7). Paul uses the expression, “Lord’s Sup-
per” to refer to the Eucharist (1 Corinthians 11, 20). The Eucharist for the 
Christians was both a fellowship among themselves and communion with the 
Lord who, after his Resurrection, was active in the community. 

Perseverance in prayer was seen as a necessary means of communion with the 
Lord whose mission the disciples of Jesus were to carry out. Throughout the 
Gospel according to Luke, Jesus himself is seen deeply engaged in prayer, 
especially before making important decisions (Luke 3, 21; 5, 16; 6, 12; 9, 28; 
11, 1-13; 18, 1-8). 
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Victim Advocacy Number 
Advocacy is available through the diocese  

for any individual who has been  
sexually and/or physically abused.  

The 24-hour hotline number is: 235-7723  

 Blending SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
With KNOWLEDGE 

 

Here are some upcoming opportunities at SJNC 
for information on moral issues and spiritual 
growth. 
 
Date      Time             Presenter             
 
January 30 9 am to 12 pm         Fr. Felix Just  
Lectors & Catechists                 Gospel of Luke 
& anyone interested  
 
January 30 1 pm to 3:30 pm        Fr. Felix Just  
Men’s Retreat:         All men of the parish 
    
February 27 9 am to 3:30 pm       Fr. Mike Sinor 
Women’s Retreat                All women of the parish 
Topic: The Spirituality of the Triduum”     

LIGHTS FOR LIFE PRO-LIFE EVENT 
Lights For Life is an annual  
diocesan pro-life event held at 
the Federal Courthouse, where 
people of all faiths with a  
profound respect for human 
life gather in vigil to mark the 
tragic U.S. Supreme Court  
decision of Roe v. Wade. 
 
Lights For Life is not a rally, but a time for 
deep reflection and contemplation of the over 
50 million pre-born children who have been 
legally aborted in this country. Prayer,  
testimonials and songs of praise are the focus 
of this event. 
 
Come take a stand for LIFE and be a light  
shining in the darkness. 
 
WHERE: Lloyd George U.S. Courthouse (333 
L.V. Blvd. at Bridger) 
 
WHEN: Sunday, January 24, 2:30 - 3:30 p.m. 
 
Bishop Pepe will celebrate a Pro-Life Mass at 
Noon at the Guardian Angel Cathedral.  
 
This event is sponsored by the Diocesan Pro- 
Life Office. For more information call 212-6472. 

SHARING A FEAST 
 One of the most fundamental ways that  
human beings offer love, respect, and compassion to 
one another is through the sharing of food and drink. 
Certainly, Jesus did that during the wedding feast at 
Cana. As Catholics, we believe that Jesus’ love for us 
is most fully expressed when he feeds us with his 
own body and blood in the Eucharist.  

 
Jeannie, who lived in an 
affluent city suburb, offered 
her services as a nurse on a 
Catholic medical mission. 
The team travelled to a  
remote location in the hill 
country of eastern Haiti, 
setting up a temporary 

clinic next to the local church. For two weeks the  
volunteers worked long hours with limited supplies 
in a makeshift clinic serving hundreds of people with 
medical problems. As the day came for the clinic to 
close, the local people invited the medical team to a 
feast.  
 
Knowing the great poverty of the Haitian people, 
Jeannie wondered what would be served. As the food 
was placed before her, she was amazed at the variety 
and quantity—sweet potatoes, fried goat with hot 
sauce, fried plantains, bread, cornmeal porridge, 
beans and rice, and a special pineapple drink. “How,” 
Jeannie asked the local pastor, “could the people 
manage to give us this good meal?” “Jeannie,” he 
said, “they believe that God sent you all to us to 
bring healing, and this feast is their way of thanking 
God with the best they could find. They each gave a 
little so that we could all share a lot.” Everyone, in-
cluding the servers and the cooks, ate until it was all 
gone.  
 
Jeannie thought that no food had ever tasted so good 
to her. She went home with a profound respect for 
the generosity of people who “have nothing” but 
shared so much. 
Copyright © 2009, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
 



 

Page 10 - Sunday, January 17, 2010                         Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Parish Staff 
Pastor               Fr. Bede Wevita 
Visiting Priests          Msgr. Joe Cosgrove 
                                       Fr. Albert Felice-Pace 
   Fr. Joe Annese 
Deacon              Frank Oettinger  
Parish Secretary Nancy Hoover             x 201 
Receptionist               Leonarda Serna          x 200 
Business Administrator              
               Cheryl Shaffer            x 216 
 
Director of Faith Formation for Children 
              Cathy Trawinski          x 210 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
                          Greg Sinclair                x 214 
Asst. to Faith Formation & Youth Ministry  
              Rosie Arellano              x 217 
Coordinator of CGS 
   Helen Silva            x215 
Director of Events & Activities  
              Mary Santos             x 211 
Coordinator of Pastoral Care 
   Kathy Oettinger           
Director of Music & Adult and Children’s Choir 
   Sean Davis            255-5269 
Cantors Sean Davis & Lissy de Jesus 
Organists  Kara Davis  &   Delma Reid 
Maintenance Supervisor    Chuck Miller 
Custodian             Tio Serna  
 

Parish Calendar 
Baptismal Prep  1st Tuesday, 7pm 
   3rd Saturday, 10am 
Marthas & Marys 2nd Tuesday, 7pm 
Young Adult Choir Tuesdays, 7pm 
Children’s choir  Wednesdays, 6:00 pm 
Adult Choir   Wednesdays, 6:45 pm 
Men’s Club  1st Wednesday, 7 pm 
Senior Luncheons 2nd Wednesday, 
   bi-monthly, 12 noon 
Finance Committee 4th Wednesday, 5:30 pm 
Bible Study  Thursdays, 8:45 am 
Staff Meetings  Thursdays,  10 am 
RCIA   Thursdays, 6:45 pm 
Lector Workshop Thursdays, 7pm 
Parish Council  Last Thursday, 7pm 
Jr. High Youth Group 2nd Monday & 
   Last Friday, 6-7:30pm 
Little Children’s Liturgy: Sunday 10am & 12noon 

Parish Finance Council 
John Kilduff         Tim Coughlin 
Margo Lamuraglia   Aruna Silva
  

Contacts for Ministries/Organizations 
 
Altar Linens 
Mary Lou Bodan     658-1953 
Altar Servers  
Marie Ricci     399-6327 
Baptismal Preparation 
Call the office to register    657-0200 
Bulletin 
Maureen Zander,  Caroline Jasso                                      657-0200 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd                                                 
Helen Silva   cgs@sjnc.org                                                   657-0200   
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Aruna Silva arunaisilva@yahoo.com                     595-5798 
Marge Nelson                     649-3318 
Gift Shop 
Nelda Schafer     657-0200 
Junior High Youth Ministry 
Jenn Bauchrowitz     399-6710 
Hospitality      
Elsie Lyon     657-0200 
Lectors 
Bob & Adrian McKechnie    645-4882 
Little Children’s Liturgy (ages 3 through Kindergarten) 
Candy Kenny, Tania George, & Helen Silva     
littlechildrensliturgy@yahoo.com     
Marthas & Marys 
Lori Gabriel     445-7548 
Men’s Club 
Bob Huddleston     385-3943 
Military Family Support Group 
Caroline Jasso                    672-2451 
Ministry to Sick & Shut-ins 
Deacon Frank Oettinger    657-0200 
Outreach 
Marge Pinto     657-0200 
RCIA 
Phil Lee      642-5450 
Sacristans 
Max Fightmaster     657-0200 
Senior Luncheons 
Bob Chiodo     649-5989 
Sponsor Couple Program; Marriage Prep 
Deacon Frank Oettinger    657-0200 
Ushers                        
Bob & Adrian McKechnie                   645-4882 
Youth Group   
Greg Sinclair            657-0200 
      x 214  

Parish Council 2009 
Terry Lamuraglia (President)         Tony Urevich  Shelley Robertson 
Marie Ricci (Secretary)                    Jay Rodrigues Arlene Martin 
Harry Shull (Consultant)                Chris Lee   Caroline Jasso 
John Cruz                      Phil Lee    James Frater 


