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 Bulletin Advertisers    
Please patronize our  bulletin advertisers.  

It’s because of them  
we have this weekly publication. 

 
If you are interested in advertising in the  

bulletin, please call the parish office. 

Website’s up! 
The St. John Neumann website is up 
and running! You can check it out at 

www.sjnc.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

OUTSIDERS AND INSIDERS 
 Since the Second Vatican Council, Catholics have been led to a deeper awareness of the universal call to  
holiness rooted in baptism. This call to holiness, that we once thought we alone possessed, we now know to be true of 
all the baptized. Division among those who have followed the Lord Jesus has been around since the very beginning 
of Christianity. Jesus’ apostles complained to him about others, outside their circle, who were driving out demons in 
the name of the Lord. Jesus set them straight by telling them that “whoever is not against us is for us” (Mark 9:40). 
Imagine what the world would be like if we were able to lay down the divisions that exist among us and work  
together, inspired by God, to bring peace and justice to those who are in need. 
 

UNITY AND THE CALL TO HOLINESS 
 In John’s Gospel, the Lord utters a long final discourse in which he prays that his disciples and all who  
follow him will become one. It is a sad reality that in a world marked by division, even those who are baptized into 
Christ Jesus frequently cannot come together in unity to work toward building God’s reign. We often expect the  
leaders of the Christian churches to do the work of Christian unity. In reality, that work begins within our homes, 
neighborhoods, schools, civic organizations, and places of business. In today’s Gospel from Mark, the Lord tells his 
followers that they should cut away any part of their bodies that leads them into sinfulness. The Church—the Body of 
Christ—sometimes needs to take a look at itself to see if there is anything that needs to be cut away. Disunity is  
perhaps one of those things about us that we need to cut off in order to reflect the face of Christ more fully. 
 
Today’s Readings: Numbers 11:25–29; Psalm 19:8, 10, 12–14; James 5:1–6; Mark 9:38–43, 45, 47–48 
 
Copyright © 2005, World Library Publications. All rights reserved. 
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LEARNING ABOUT OUR FAITH 
The following articles are part of a series of 40  
catechetical lessons being offered to our parishioners. 
Each lesson will detail every action of the Mass. 

Coming back to the parable under 
study, we first notice that the three 
characters, namely, the Father, the 
Prodigal and the Elder Brother men-
tioned there correspond to Jesus, Tax 
collectors- Sinners and Scribes-
Pharisees. Hence God’s special con-

cern for the lost becomes the main point of this parable. The 
prodigal son is rebellious, care-free and wasteful with regard to 
his inheritance. Eventually he pays the price of deprivation to 
the extent of helping himself of what was (ritually) unclean, i.e. 
in eating the food of the swine. A pious Jew would never 
dream of it. This situation leads to his conversion and return to 
his father. The father, instead of writing him off, eagerly awaits 
his return. He is prepared to accept him as his son, by giving 
him sandals for his feet and ring for the finger. There is great 
rejoicing at his return (verses 23-25, 32 and also 7 and). 
The law-abiding and self-righteous elder son is not prepared to 
accept his brother whom he refers to as “this son of 
yours” (verse 30), in his reply to the father pleading him to join 
in this very special occasion. The father corrects the attitude of 
the elder son by referring to the prodigal as “this your brother”. 
This part of the parable is a rebuff on the negative attitude of 
the Scribes and the Pharisees regarding the tax collectors and 
the sinners. The overall message of the parable is God’s great 
concern that the sinner returns from his evil ways. At the same 
time, the parable challenges us as regards our negative attitudes 
towards the morally- weak. 
 
The Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10, 30-35) contains 
both a moving story and an important teaching of 
Jesus. The immediate context of this parable is a 
series of questions asked by a lawyer, such as 
“What shall I do to inherit eternal life? Who is 
my neighbor?” (10, 25. 29).  The second ques-
tion of the lawyer as well as Jesus’ question, 
“Which of these three, do you think, proved 
neighbor to the man who fell among the rob-
bers?” (10, 36) help us to determine the main point of the par-
able, namely, “Who is my neighbor?” The man going down 
from Jerusalem to Jericho seems to be a Jew. The two fellow-
Jews who were officials of the Temple in Jerusalem go about 
with their duties and concerns, without showing any regard to 
the man who fell among the robbers. The question Jesus asks 
the lawyer at the end allows no justification whatsoever of the 
action of both the priest and the Levite. The Samaritan who, at 
that time, was considered as an enemy of the Jews comes to the 
rescue of the hapless Jew and even takes maximum care of 
him, using the resources at his disposal. The message of the 
parable is very clear. That is everyone in need, irrespective of 
colour, race or religion, is my neighbor. Hence what is my atti-
tude towards those in need? The positive response to this ques-
tion becomes my basis of inheriting eternal life. 

The parable of “The Dishonest Steward” (Luke 16, 1-8) 
seems to cause shock and bewilderment in the minds of 
many a Christian. Did Jesus justify opportunism, profiteering 
and dishonesty? This is a question that rises in the mind of 
many, after they have read the parable of the Dishonest 
Steward. To get at the central point of this parable it seems 
necessary to focus our attention on some sayings of Jesus, 
which are attached to its end, by way of a conclusion (16, 8-
13). They appear to be sayings of Jesus at different occa-
sions. In the first place, the children of light or the true fol-
lowers of Jesus are exhorted to be resourceful and shrewd as 
their worldly counterparts, without being dishonest (verse 
8b). Secondly, dangers, as well as 
temptation of money and unrighteous 
use of wealth, are spelt out as a warn-
ing to the believer (verses 9-12). 
Thirdly, serving God and being a slave 
of wealth, at the same time, are incom-
patible.  Although the above-
mentioned conclusions may be consid-
ered as application of the parable, the first of them gives us 
an insight into the understanding of its main thrust. That 
means the believers, in spite of their commitment to the 
Lord, ought to be shrewd and resourceful to live in this 
world. 
 
There is no question that the steward has been dishonest. For 
that reason the master decides to remove him from his post. 
But the steward uses his shrewdness to make a future for 
himself. According to the commercial practice in the Ancient 
Middle East, the steward seems to transfer the  commissions 
he gets to the debtors of his master, with the hope of recom-
pense from them. In altering the agreements he only forgoes 
his commission without doing any injustice to his master. 
The extent of commissions on various items may be exagger-
ated. This is done in view of emphasis on the message. It is 
characteristic of parables. Hence the master commends him 
for his astuteness and resourcefulness. Thus the parable 
serves as a lesson to the believer who has to live with his 
cunning counterparts. At the same time, the parable exhorts 
us to be honest as regards wealth.                
 
Bibliography 
-Dodd, C. H: Parables of the Kingdom, Revised Edition, 
Glasgow; Collins, 1961. 
-Jeremias, J: The Parables of Jesus, 2nd Revised Edition, New 
York, Scribner’s, 1972. 
-Hunter, A.M.: Interpreting the Parables, SCM Press, 1972. 
-Kissinger, W: The parables of Jesus – A History of Interpre-
tation and Bibliography,  London, Scarecrow Press, 1979. 
-Perkins, P: Hearing the Parables of Jesus, New York, Paulist 
Press, 1981. 
-Hendrickx, H: The Parables of Jesus, San Francisco, Harper, 
1986.  
-Westermann, C: The Parables of Jesus in the light of the Old 
Testament, Minneapolis,  Fortress Press, 1990. 
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Pray for Our Military Family Members 
Beginning  with this bulletin, we will be publishing  our  
military members only once per month. Please pray for our 
military men and women who are serving in combat zones, 
especially those who are loved ones of St. John Neumann 
parishioners.   When your service member returns, please  
notify us, so we have room for another family.  

Capt. Evangeline Vida
(Afghanistan) 
Sgt. Lucas Aguilar 
Lt. Col Deb Lee (Iraq) 
TSGT Mark Bailey (Iraq) 
PFC Nicholas Rodriguez  
Afghanistan) 
Kelly Floyd 
WO 1 Mark A.Deboe 
Chaplain Mozon 
Lt. Col. Dennis Curran 
SSGTIC Kevin Barnes (Iraq) 
MCPO Bennie Gloria, USN  
(Afghanistan) 
Jacob Sanabia 
SSgt James Seybert (Iraq) 
SSGT Joshua Venable (Iraq) 
PFC Matthew Castro (Iraq) 
Maj Ryan Barrell (Indian 
Springs, Iraq) 
Cpl Jonathan Alarcon (Iraq) 
Capt. Jason Sanchez (Iraq) 
SPC Matthew Loutsenhizer  
(Ft. Collins, Co) 
Sgt. Elmer B. Pajimola (Iraq) 
PO3 Tyson Rees (Iraq) 
Cornelius Powell, Green Beret  
(Iraq) 
Dan Moreno (Civ) (Iraq) 
Tony Cooks (Civ) (Afghanistan)  
Javier Romero (Iraq) 
Salvador Chavez (Iraq/
Afghanistan) 
Roseanne Snowden 
Michael A. Hanrahan (Iraq) 
Art Schell (Afghanistan) 
Emmanuel Naoe Jose (Russia) 
Ronald Castillo (Afghanistan)  
Anthony Vincent Gomez (Iraq) 
SSGT Joseph San Agustin (Iraq) 
Nestor Gozum, Jr. (Afghanistan) 
TSGT George Wolf (Kuwait) 
Tim Jerry (Iraq) 

 
 

                                   

 

 
 
WE’RE LOOKIN 

FOR  CANDY 
...And Lots of it!!!! 

Look for Festival 
Ernie’s Kandy Kart in 

the lobby.   
 

We also need Cake 
Frosting and aluminum 

foil. 
 
Thank you to those who 

have already dropped 
much needed goodies 

off.  Thank you!! 

 
5th Annual 

SJNC  
Fall Festival 

 
Friday, October 30, 

2009 from 3-9pm 
International Food 

Music, Beer Garden, 
Entertainment, 
Prizes, Games,  
Scavenger Hunt  

and more. 
 

Sponsors,  
Donations  

and helpers  
are needed!!!  

Please check  
for information on the  

Festival Bulletin 
board in the lobby. 

Sgt.Evelyn Pollard  
Maj Andrew McWhorter (Afghanistan) 
James M. Ocampo 
Mark Carambas (Afghanistan) 
PFC Michael Seybert (Iraq) 
CPL Justin Thornell (Iraq/ 
SGT Mark Wintz  
SSGT Luis Sanchez (Kuwait)  
EO James Bernardo 
Andrew Holbert 
Sgt. Ryan Dudgeon 
Cory Cobb S5 (Iraq) 
Sgt. Louis Sanchez 
SSgt. Robert Cruz 
MSgt. Vincent Cruz 
Capt. Michelle Puesta (Iraq) 
Sgt. William Bershers (Africa) 
SSgt. Alan Garrison (Iraq) 
Chaplain Fr. Don Romero (Iraq) 
William Valencia (Iraq) 
Sgt. Loren Benge (Iraq) 
P. Daniel De Palma, USCG (Kuwait) 
SSGT Gregory Allen Parks  (Kuwait) 
HM3 (FMF) Anthony Knesel (Iraq) 
Lloyd Batiste (Civ) (Afghanistan)  
1SGT Max Fightmaster (Egypt) 
Capt Mickey Finn (Korea) 
Int’l Law & Drug & Agent 
Matthew A. Calderon,USN (Persian 
Gulf) 
Spec Jeremy Daniels (Afghanistan) 
R.J. Castillo (Iraq) 
Lemiel Seligbon (Middle East) 
Oliver Nolos (Kuwait/Iraq) 
Pfc. Maxwell Kamai, USA (Afghanistan) 
Robert Ricci (Iraq) 
Jason Griffith, E-6 (Afghanistan) 
John Marc (Afghanistan) 
SGT Carleto Corpuz (Iraq) 
MSGT Patrick McIntyre (Iraq) 
SSGT Sean Thomas (Souheast Asia) 
AN1 Brendan Burbrink 

Bishop Daniel Walsh’s mother,  
Mrs. Eileen Walsh has died.  

She passed on to her new life with the 
Lord last Tuesday .  Sentiments of  

sympathy may be sent to:   
Most Rev. Daniel Walsh,  

Bishop of Santa Rosa 
P.O. Box 1297 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER                       
Jesus asks us to live our life as He has taught us  

- to love one another. Teach your chil-
dren to love by showing them how you 
love your spouse. Make a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend! The 
next Worldwide Marriage Encounter 

Weekend is October 9-11, 2009, in Boulder City. 
Early registration is highly recommended. For 
more information, call Jim and Mary Carr at 702
-263-2004. For information on Spanish-language 
weekends, call Jose and Patti Santiago at 702-
544-3755. 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 

Retrouvaille . . . Weekend on October 16-18, 2009 
Retrouvaille has helped thousands of couples at 
every stage of disillusionment .You can save your 
marriage!!  Is your marriage suffering from  
distress? Poor communication? Misunderstand-
ing? Are you considering separation or divorce? Give your  
marriage a new beginning! Join us for the upcoming 
Retrouvaille Weekend—October 16-18, 2009 
Call Chuck and Carol Moore at (702) 615-4339. 

Gospel/Jazz Brunch 
St. James the Apostle Catholic Church  
presents its : 

 
6th annual Gospel/Jazz Brunch  

& Silent Auction  
Sunday, October 18th  

Suncoast Casino & Hotel  
1:30-4:30pm.  

Donations: $60.00 per person.  
 

Featuring the St. James Gospel Choir  
special guests:  

the Soprano Sisters 
(starring in The Lion 

King production).  
For tickets please call 

St. James  
  at 648-6606. 

RSVP program Telephone Reassurance 
The Telephone Reassurance Program serves those 
individuals, age 60 and older, living alone, and in 
need of a daily reassurance call. The program  
enables seniors to continue living independently 
in the community with the  
assurance that assistance will be available should 
an accident or any other emergency occur. 
 
Clients receive a daily  
“check-in” call from a  
designated volunteer. If no 
contact is made, emergency 
procedures with assistance 
from local law enforcement or 
medical services are initiated.  
For more information about 
how you can help, call 382-0721,  
Monday-Friday 7:00am-3:30pm. 

OUR LADY OF WISDOM BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
2120 LINDELL ROAD 

LAS VEGAS, NV 89146  
(702) 873-5101 

 
INVITES YOU TO SCRIPTURE CLASSES  

ON THE GOSPEL OF ST. JOHN 
TIME:6:30 PM 

MONDAY NIGHTS SEPTEMBER 28TH—OCTOBER 19TH 
 

GIVEN BY MONSIGNOR VIVONA, J.C.L. 

VEHICLE DONATIONS 
Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada accepts many kinds of 
vehicles, including cars, trucks, trailers and mobile homes, both 
running and non-running.  
 
Vehicle donations are tax deductible and support Catholic 
Charities’ 24 social service programs helping people in need 
here in Southern Nevada. 
 
To donate a vehicle or for more information, please contact 
Catholic Charities of Southern Nevada at 385-2662.   
                       Thank you for your support. 
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Parish Staff 
Pastor               Fr. Bede Wevita 
Visiting Priests          Msgr. Joe Cosgrove 
                                       Fr. Albert Felice-Pace 
Deacon              Frank Oettinger  
Parish Secretary Nancy Hoover             x 201 
Receptionist               Leonarda Serna          x 200 
Business Administrator              
               Cheryl Shaffer            x 216 
 
Director of Faith Formation for Children 
              Cathy Trawinski          x 210 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
                          Greg Sinclair                x 214 
Asst. to Faith Formation & Youth Ministry  
              Rosie Arellano              x 217 
Coordinator of CGS 
   Helen Silva            x215 
Director of Events & Activities  
              Mary Santos             x 211 
Coordinator of Pastoral Care 
   Kathy Oettinger           
Director of Music & Adult and Children’s Choir 
   Sean Davis            255-5269 
Cantors Sean Davis & Lissy de Jesus 
Organists  Kara Davis  &   Delma Reid 
Maintenance Supervisor    Chuck Miller 
Custodian             Tio Serna  
Grounds Maintenance        Joe Mischel 

Parish Calendar 
Baptismal Prep  1st Tuesday, 7pm 
   3rd Saturday, 10am 
Marthas & Marys 2nd Tuesday, 7pm 
Young Adult Choir Tuesdays, 7pm 
Children’s choir  Wednesdays, 6:00 pm 
Adult Choir   Wednesdays, 6:45 pm 
Men’s Club  1st Wednesday, 7 pm 
Senior Luncheons 2nd Wednesday, 
   bi-monthly, 12 noon 
Finance Committee 4th Wednesday, 5:30 pm 
Bible Study  Thursdays, 8:45 am 
Staff Meetings  Thursdays,  10 am 
RCIA   Thursdays, 6:45 pm 
Lector Workshop Thursdays, 7pm 
Parish Council  Last Thursday, 7pm 
Jr. High Youth Group 2nd Monday & 
   Last Friday, 6-7:30pm 
Little Children’s Liturgy: Sunday 10am & 12noon 

Parish Finance Council 
John Kilduff Tim Coughlin 
Margo Lamuraglia   Aruna Silva
  

Contacts for Ministries/Organizations 
 
Altar Linens 
Mary Lou Bodan     658-1953 
Altar Servers  
Marie Ricci     399-6327 
Baptismal Preparation 
Call the office to register    657-0200 
Bulletin 
Maureen Zander,  Caroline Jasso                                      657-0200 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd                                                 
Helen Silva   cgs@sjnc.org                                                   657-0200   
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
Aruna Silva arunaisilva@yahoo.com                     595-5798 
Marge Nelson                     649-3318 
Gift Shop 
Nelda Schafer     657-0200 
Junior High Youth Ministry 
Jenn Bauchrowitz     399-6710 
Hospitality      
Elsie Lyon     657-0200 
Lectors 
Bob & Adrian McKechnie    645-4882 
Little Children’s Liturgy (ages 3 through Kindergarten) 
Candy Kenny, Tania George, & Helen Silva     
littlechildrensliturgy@yahoo.com     
Marthas & Marys 
Lori Gabriel     445-7548 
Men’s Club 
Bob Huddleston     385-3943 
Military Family Support Group 
Caroline Jasso                    672-2451 
Ministry to Sick & Shut-ins 
Deacon Frank Oettinger    657-0200 
Outreach 
Marge Pinto     657-0200 
RCIA 
Phil Lee      642-5450 
Sacristans 
Max Fightmaster     657-0200 
Senior Luncheons 
Bob Chiodo     649-5989 
Sponsor Couple Program; Marriage Prep 
Deacon Frank Oettinger    657-0200 
Ushers                        
Bob & Adrian McKechnie                   645-4882 
Youth Group   
Greg Sinclair            657-0200 
      x 214  

Parish Council 2009 
Terry Lamuraglia (President)         Tony Urevich  Shelley Robertson 
Marie Ricci (Secretary)                   Jay Rodrigues Arlene Martin 
Harry Shull (Consultant)                Chris Lee   Caroline Jasso 
John Cruz                      Phil Lee   


