
Celebrating 25 Years

April 28, 2024



Advocacy is available for any individual who has been 
sexually and/or physcially abused.
The 24-hour hotline number is 702-235-7723 

Please pray for the repose of 
the soul of: 
+Richard Strohecker
whose Funeral Mass will be 
held on Wednesday, May 1st  
at 1:00pm.
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Saturday,  April 27 
4:00pm  Kalachalil Family 
 
Sunday,            April 28 
8am  St. John Neumann Parish Family 
10am  Kathleen Huggins
12pm  +Epigmenia Rojas, +Guadalupe Vidvio
5pm  +James Dill 

Monday,   April 29      
6pm  St. Joseph Novena for the Deceased 
 
Tuesday,   April 30 
8am  Ross & JoMarie Ferraro  
Wednesday,  May 1 
8am  Karen & Bill Eberlein  
Thursday,  May 2 
8am  +Herman Anthony Alapati 
 
Friday,   May 3 
8am  Maria Cortez Napasa

Saturday,  May 4 
4pm  +Exequiel & Amparo Elarmo 
 
Sunday,            May 5  
8am  +Family & Friends of Lara Mendez  
  Family 
10am  St. John Neumann Parish Family 
12pm  +Jared Sanchez 
5pm  Wayne & Nancy Cook

PRESIDER'S MASS INTENTIONS

St. John Neumann Catholic Church  •  2575 West  El Campo Grande Ave., North Las Vegas, NV 89031 • 702-657-0200 • www.sjnc.org 

The Schedule of Masses
Saturday Vigil: 4pm
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 12pm, 5pm
Monday: 6pm 
(8am on Federal Holidays)
Tuesday–Friday: 8am

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday:  8:00–9:00 am or by appointment 
during office hours except on Sundays. Monday: 
5:00-5:50pm. 

Parish Office Hours
Sunday:   9am-12noon
Monday–Thursday: 
9am–12noon and 1pm-5pm
Friday:     9am-12noon
Saturday: 9am–12noon and 1pm-4pm

Daily Rosary and Morning Prayer
Tuesday–Friday: 7:05 & 7:35 am
(Church opens at 7:00am)

What's Happening at SJN
Saturdays & Sundays until May 5th
Pastoral Council presents 50/50 Raffle.  Sales before 
and after Mass until drawing May 5th.  See page 5. 
Friday May 3
First Friday Eucharistic Adoration after 8am Mass until 
Benediction at 7pm NEW Extended Hours  
and
First Friday Youth Night, 6pm Youth Room.

Thursday, May 9
Small Groups 2.0 Meet Up.  6-8pm Rooms 115-116.  
Want to join us?  Register at www.sjnc.org

Sunday, May 12
Men's Club Mother's Day Rose Sale 
+ Baby Bottle Campaign begins  
Monday, May 13
NEW Women's Bible Study in Conf. Room 6:30pm see 
page 7 for details.  
Friday, May 17 
25th Anniversary Parish BBQ Picnic.  Free event, but 
reservation required.  See page 6 for details.



When Saul arrived in Jerusalem he tried to join 
the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not 
believing that he was a disciple. 
Then Barnabas took charge of him and brought 
him to the apostles, and he reported to them how 
he had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken to 
him, and how in Damascus he had spoken out 
boldly in the name of Jesus. 
He moved about freely with them in Jerusalem, 
and spoke out boldly in the name of the Lord. 
He also spoke and debated with the Hellenists, 
but they tried to kill him. 
And when the brothers learned of this, 
they took him down to Caesarea 
and sent him on his way to Tarsus. 
The church throughout all Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria was at peace. 
It was being built up and walked in the fear of the 
Lord, and with the consolation of the Holy Spirit it 
grew in numbers. (Acts 9:26-31)

Can we even imagine the circumstances of Paul? 
He was the dreaded enemy of the early Christian 
community who had suddenly come to present 
himself as one of them. Who could blame those 
early Christians for fearing him? Yet, they found the 
opportunity to forgive, accept, and even help him. 
We can see this as a lesson, that no one is beyond 
redemption.

Jesus said to his disciples: "I am the true vine, and 
my Father is the vine grower. 
He takes away every branch in me that does not 
bear fruit, and every one that does he prunes so 
that it bears more fruit.  You are already pruned 
because of the word that I spoke to you.  Remain in 
me, as I remain in you. 
Just as a branch cannot bear fruit on its own 
unless it remains on the vine, so neither can you 
unless you remain in me.  I am the vine, you are 
the branches. 
Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear much 
fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 
Anyone who does not remain in me will be thrown 
out like a branch and wither; people will gather 
them and throw them into a fire and they will  
be burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, 
ask for whatever you want and it will be done  
for you. 
By this is my Father glorified, that you bear much 
fruit and become my disciples." (John 15:1-8)

Is it not interesting that the man who was known 
as the carpenter's son never really gave a parable 
about carpentry? But, as one who intimately knew 
the people around Him–fishermen, merchants, tax 

collectors, farmers and 
shepherds–Jesus most 
often spoke in parables to 
which His listeners could 
relate. Here we have one 
more agricultural parable, 
that of viticulture or wine 
growing, as we might 
say today. More simply, 
this is a parable about 
the mutual or symbiotic 
relationship between a vine and its branches, as well 
as a vine and a vine grower.

Wine is produced in many parts of the world where 
the conditions of heat and cold, sun and shade, and 
soil and water all work in perfect relationship. A 
perfect relationship does not mean, however, that 
a perfect crop will be produced. Work, attention 
and knowledge all play into the final outcome. Part 
of those skills go into knowing which branches 
produce, and which are worn out; which need to be 
snipped, and which encouraged as newly emerging 
buds. The final goal is a healthy vine, with branches 
that produce much fruit. It sounds pretty simple, and 
on a purely agricultural basis, the goal is clear.

But this is a parable presented to us in the Easter 
season, a season in which we have been celebrating 
the neophytes–the new life–that came into the 
Church through the Sacraments of Initiation at the 
Easter Vigil. It is also a parable of a newly emerging 
Christian community, whose survival is tenuous, at 
best. It is also a parable about us and our ongoing 
growth as part of God's vineyard. Who can survive 
or produce good fruit if the vine grower does not 
attend to their needs? Will not all perish? God wants 
us to produce good fruit, and we, in turn, must 
cooperate with Him.

As we continue through this Easter season, we are 
called to help work in the Master's vineyard. We 
do this by continuing to support and nurture those 
newly cleansed and welcomed branches of our 
community. We are also to renew the life-giving 
force of the Risen Christ given to all of us who 
also have, at one time, received the Sacraments of 
Initiation and are continually fed on the Body and 
Blood of Christ.
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A LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR



*Children's Faith Formation

Simply 
Cooling • Heating • Plumbing

We are open the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays  
of the month from 9:00 to 11:00am.   
Are you struggling with food insecurity? Please bless our 
ministry by visiting us on our distribution days.  FYI if you are 
a parishioner and need food,  
this pantry is for you too!   

 
Our bulletin is made possible through the 
generosity of our advertisers. Locate their 
ad in the advertising section and please 
patronize them or give them a call to let them 
know how much you appreciate their ad in 
our parish bulletin. 
This week's Advertiser of the week is:

Your giving helps keep SJN thriving! 

Thank you so much for  
your generosity! 
This Week's Shopping List: 
1 lb bags of Rice, Grape Jelly, Canned Chicken or Canned 
Tuna, Pancake Mix, Pancake Syrup, Boxed Cereal, Canned 
Peas, Green Beans, Carrots, Canned Peaches,  Canned Pears.  
Please note:  We have many bags of dried peas and beans 
now, so we won't need anymore for awhile. God bless you!

4/20-4/21 1st Collection 2nd Collection*

Non-Electronic $14,516.00 $4,890.00

Online & Text $7,579.91 $725.50
TOTAL  $22,095.91 $5,615.50

2024 BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN
The Annual Baby Bottle Campaign benefits the Women’s Resource Medical Centers of Southern Nevada  
(“Pregnancy Center”).  Baby bottles will be distributed by the Disciples on Mission volunteers after each mass 
on Saturday and Sunday, May 11 and 12, 2024 to benefit the Pregnancy Center.
Please fill the bottles with coins, checks and cash and make a huge difference in the lives of many infants and 
their parents.
Please return these filled-with-donations baby bottles on the following weekend, May 18 and 19, 2024.
The Pregnancy Center is a faith-based, nonprofit charitable organization committed to supporting families 
with pregnancies.  They provide pregnancy tests with immediate results, pregnancy and post pregnancy 
related counseling, ultrasounds and prenatal care to women and couples who are making decisions about 
unintended pregnancies.  Please see labels inside the baby bottles for further information or questions.

The second collection for the weekend of May 4/5 is for our Land 
Loan Debt Reduction.  This collection helps our parish pay its 
monthly mortgage for our Land Loan.  Your continued faithfulness 
to this second collection will help us meet this monthly obligation as 
we look forward to retiring this debt in the future.
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PARISH WEEKLY GIVING

NEXT WEEKEND'S SECOND COLLECTION

"OUR DAILY BREAD" FOOD MINISTRY



Parish Pastoral Council:  3rd Monday, 7pm 
New-  Women's Bible Study, Monday, 6:30pm Conference Room 
Knights of Columbus:  4th Monday, 7pm Rms 115-116
Senior Tuesdays at SJN:  Tuesday, 9:00-11:00am Youth Room
Grief Support:  1st Thurs., 6-7:30pm & 3rd Tues., 2-3:30pm, Rm. 115. 
First Friday Middle/High School Youth Night:  Every 1st Friday 
New- Rosary Making Ministry:  4th Wed., 8:45am Rm. 117 
Men’s Club:  1st Wednesday, 7pm
Our Daily Bread Food Pantry:  1st & 3rd Wednesday, 9am - 11am
Children's Choir Practice:  Wednesday, 6pm Worship Space 
RCIA:  Wednesday, 6:30pm in Rooms 115-116  
Adult Choir Practice:  Wednesday, 6:45pm  Worship Space
Scripture Study:  Thursday, 8:45am Rooms 115-116 
New- Small Groups 2.0:  2nd & 4th Thursday, 6:00pm  Room 115
Lector Practice:  Thursday, 6:30-7:30pm Worship Space 
Disciples on Mission Ministry:  3rd Saturday at 10am  Room 115
5pm Ensemble Practice:  Sunday, 4pm 
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BBQ

St. John Neumann Courtyard 
& Parking Lot

GREAT BBQ FAVS & TASTY INTERNATIONAL FOODS   

 GAMES, MUSIC & FUN FOR ALL! 

Make your reservation now!

17
May

2024

 Anniversary
Picnic 

4:00pm

FREE 

EVENT!
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT ST. JOHN NEUMANN

Click on QR code for
information and 

to register. 
Meeting now on the

 2nd & 4th Thursdays  
Adults 18 and over.

PASTORAL COUNCIL 
SEEKING NEW MEMBERS Our SJN Pastoral Council is now 
acccepting applications for open seats.  
The Pastoral Council is an advisory 
committee that assists the Pastor in 
the planning and direction of the parish 
during the year. 

The term for a member of Pastoral 
Council is 3 years.  Applicants must be 
18 years of age or older, have completed 
all the necessary sacraments, be a 
registered member of the parish, and a 
Catholic in good standing.   
 
If you feel called to be a part of this vital 
ministry, you can find the application on 
our website at www.sjnc.org or pick 
up a copy at the parish office during 
regular business hours.  Applicants will 
be contacted for a discernment review.  
Bring completed applications back to the 
parish office by the deadline of  
Sunday, May 12th.

Our Lady of Fatima 
Feast Day Floral 
Offering
Please join us on Monday, 
May 13, 2024, at the 6 pm 
Mass.  We will have a floral 
offering to our Blessed 
Mother in commemoration 
of her apparition in Fatima, 
Portugal on May 13, 1917.  We 
will be handing out roses to 
Mass attendees to offer to 
our Lady of Fatima's image 
as a sign of our love and 
affection.  Please feel free to 
bring your image or picture 

of Our 
Lady of 
Fatima to 
be blessed 
after Mass.
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Joyful Again! Widows and Widowers program at Holy Spirit Catholic Church
For Widows & Widowers who want to find joy in living again!  Join us for a weekend especially designed to help 
you recognize new direction for your life while still treasuring memories of your loved one.

Joyful Again! is a unique peer ministry-based program designed to help widowed persons move, with God’s 
help, through bereavement toward spiritual and emotional wholeness. Although the retreat is Catholic based, 
persons of any religious affiliation are welcome to attend.

WHAT TO EXPECT
Joyful Again! includes video presentations, time for reflection, small group sharing, journaling and  
prayer services.

IS THIS WHAT I NEED?
Joyful Again! is for you, if you have…Been to support groups, but are still asking, “Does it ever get better?”
Been unable to move on to build a new life for yourself , Been unable to resolve guilt issues.
At Joyful Again! you will…Celebrate your loved one’s life, Reflect on the impact your spouse’s death has made 
on your own life, Share your story with trained facilitators who also have been widowed.

WHERE AND WHEN?
Joyful Again! is being held at Holy Spirit Catholic Church on Saturday & Sunday May 18th and 19th, 2024 
TIMES:  Saturday 7:30 AM – 8:00 PM,   Sunday 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
COST:  $100 includes meals and program materials-Registration closes May 10th, 2024.
To register or for questions contact : Contact Susie at 702-580-9789 or email holyspiritgrief@gmail.com

A letter from Fr. Binoy to the parish family of  
St. John Neumann  
Dear Parish Church Members,
 
As I prepare to bid farewell to this beloved community, I am 
filled with a mix of emotions. My time here with you has been 
a truly rewarding and enriching experience.
Your warmth, support, and dedication to our shared faith 
have touched my heart in ways I cannot fully express. Some 
of you may not know me. I helped out at St. John
Neumann during the years 2020-2021. It was always a great 
joy to celebrate Mass with you because you are such a joyful 
and welcoming community.  
Please know that you will always hold a special place in my 
heart. I will be coming to St. John to celebrate my farewell 
masses on Saturday, May 11, at 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 12. 
at 5:00 p.m.
My next assignment will be in the Baltimore area at St. 
Lawrence Martyr Catholic Church. The address is 7850 
Parkside Boulevard, Hanover, MD 21076. You are most
welcome to contact me and to visit me. My e-mail address is: 
binoyosst@gmail.com.
May God continue to guide and bless each and every one of 
you. Though we may be apart, we are forever united in spirit 
and faith. Please keep me in your prayers as I will
keep you in mine.
 
With heartfelt gratitude and love,
Fr. Binoy Akkalayil Lucka, O.SS.T
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Here's this year's CSA pledge card.  You can 
clip this out, make your pledge and mail it to 
the Archdiocese at the address below.  Our SJN 
assigned goal is:  $177,815.00.
 
Exciting update!  We are more nearly 70% to our 
goal.  Currently we are at 69% with $121,895.50 
total pledged so far.  Let's do it, St. John Neumann, 
let's get this done!  Make your pledge today.  
Pledge packets are also in the Gathering Space. 

CSA 2024



PARISH STAFF                                                               702-657-0200
Pastor

Fr. Marc Howes                                                                               ext. 202 or 211
Associate Pastor

Fr. Roy Kalachalil Kurian, O.SS.T.                                                             ext. 203 
Deacon 
       Dcn. James Pittman                                                                                   ext. 200
Executive Assistant to the Pastor & Director of Pastoral Ministries

Leonarda Serna                                                                                          ext. 211
Director of Catechetical Ministries

Cathy Trawinski                                                                                         ext. 210
Administrative Assistant for Catechetical Ministries

Araceli Perez                                                                                              ext. 217
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Ministry
 Abigail Arellano                                                                                        ext  206  
 
Director of Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Jessica Parrish                                                                                           ext. 214
Assistant for Youth & Young Adult Ministries

Tina Neyman                                                                                              ext. 215
Liturgy Coordinator

Diane Hogan                                                                                    702-722-2783
Co-Music Director, Cantor

Sean Davis                                                                                      702-255-5269
Co-Music Director, Liturgical Accompanist

Kara Davis                                                                                       702-657-0200
Parish Office Manager 
        Kimberley Lucaj                                                                                         ext. 207  
Communications/ Program Coordinator 

Mary Santos                                                                                               ext. 216
Assistant for Finance

Tina Neyman                                                                                             ext. 204
Director of Facilities

Billy Hasbrouck                                                                                         ext. 205
Custodians

Dave Nolan, Keith Fowlkes, Bill Eberlein                                                ext. 200

MINISTRIES AND ORGANIZATIONS
Altar Linens                                     Marge Bryk                                                     702-405-8910
Altar Servers                                    Marie Ricci                                                     702-399-6327 
Grief Support Ministry                    Teddie Miller                                                   702-339-4337 
                                                          Maryann Gorski                                              702-642-3212
Eucharistic Ministers                       Diane Hogan                                                  702-722-2783
Men's Club                                       Don Schaefer                                                 702-657-0200
Food Pantry                                     Mary Santos                                     702-657-0200 ext. 216
Parish Life                                        Mary Santos                                     702-657-0200 ext. 216
RCIA                                                 Paula Howley                                                  702-279-7707
Disciples on Mission Ministry        Parish Office                                                  702-657-0200
Knights of Columbus (SJN)            Edgar Castro                                                  702-809-8727 
Lectors                                             Sharon Olson                                                  702-523-9108 
                                                          Dion Crenshaw                                              702-234-0364
Marriage Sponsor Couples            Joseph & Sarah Smith                                   702-657-0200  
Sacristans                                        Diane Hogan                                                   702-722-2783 
Senior Tuesdays at SJN                  Parish Office                                                   702-657-0200 
SJN Small Groups                           Mary Santos                                      702-657-0200 ext. 216
Universal Prayers                            Cathy Trawinski                                702-657-0200 ext. 210
Ushers                                              Diane Hogan                                                   702-722-2783 
Visitation Ministry                           Leonarda Serna                                 702-657-0200 ext. 211

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Alex Tyler                  Chairperson
Mark Haynes            Vice Chairperson
Denise Wilson          Secretary
Don Schaefer           Men’s Club President
Marie Ricci                Liaison-Communications 
Terry Rees                 Liaison-Parish Welcome        
Guylie Geronimo      Liaison-Liturgy     

Vickie Tereau         Liaison-Liturgy           
JoAnn Eicher         Liaison Faith Formation
Leticia Cristobal    Liaison-Parish Life 
Andy Agaloos        Liaison-Human Concerns
Jesus Valdez          Liaison-Youth Ministry
John Kelly              Liaison-Finance Council 

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the Director of Pastoral Ministries, 
Leonarda Serna at 702-657-0200, ext. 211 
or email leonarda.serna@sjnc.org to begin 
the process. Please do not make any 
arrangements such as travel, catering, etc. 
until the Baptism preparation process is 
completed and you have received a letter 
confirming an available date and time for the 
Baptism.

Sacrament of Marriage

Please call the Director of Pastoral Ministries, 
Leonarda Serna at 702-657-0200, ext. 211 
or email leonarda.serna@sjnc.org before 
considering any possible future marriage 
plans or dates. A minimum of six(6) to 
eight (8) months for sacramental formation 
and preparation is needed depending on 
individual circumstances. No other outside 
contracts or reservations should be made 
until an available date for the Sacrament of 
Marriage is confirmed in writing from the 
parish.

Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick

Please call the parish office if you or a family 
member seeks to be anointed. If possible, 
please try to call before your loved one is in the 
active process of dying.

Communion for the Sick or Homebound

Contact the parish office during office 
hours. In case of hospitalization, inform the 
admissions office that you are a Catholic and 
would like to receive communion.

Mass Intentions 
Scheduled in the parish office during regular  
office hours. 
 
House Blessings

Please contact the parish office if you are in 
our parish boundaries. 

Faith Formation Registration

Children must complete two consecutive 
years of sessions in order to celebrate 1st 
Communion or Confirmation.

Annulments 
Contact Leonarda Serna at  
(702) 657-0200 x 211 
 
Funeral Arrangements

Please contact the Funeral Ministry at 
(702) 863-5974.

Gene Feher             Chairperson
Gary Hollman         Vice Chairperson
Bill Boger         
John Kilduff
Sarah Smith
Diane Baselice 

FINANCE COUNCIL


